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TIS THE SEASON OF GIVING
“I want to thank Habitat for Humanity for helping me achieve my goals, 

my dreams of being a homeowner. Thank you so much” 
Ashley M. – Proud Habitat Homeowner

Do you wonder what little Izayah was thinking when he opened the front door to his 
new Habitat home for the very first time? His smile and anticipation were precious as he 
entered looking to find his bedroom. Moments like these are priceless, and a sense of 
pride and accomplishment for all the volunteers who worked many hours to give Ashley 
and her two children a place to feel safe and secure, a place to call home. 

Please help us fund next years building projects 
by making a tax-deductible contribution to our            
Annual Appeal today. Your gift will purchase                 
building materials and essential services from 
licensed contractors when in-kind donations are not 
available for these projects. Donations are not used 
for any administrative cost. 
Why we build? We build because we change lives 
and each year people locally, give of their hearts 
and their hands, their talent and their treasure, so 
that families like Ashley’s can realize their dreams 
of homeownership. A dream that became a 
reality because of donors like you.  Please help us, 
help low-income families follow their dreams of 
homeownership and pledge now! A sound 
investment in a family’s future, a chance to change a 
family’s life forever. 
Habitat for Humanity builds much more than 
houses. Together, we’re helping families build 
strength, stability and self-reliance. With your 
support we will be able to accomplish this and help 
more low-income families have the opportunity of 
homeownership with affordable monthly mortgage 
payments.

Please review the rack card attached in the news-
letter and help us build more homes. All donors will 
become the sponsors of a Habitat home with the 
opportunity to Raise the Walls and meet the family 
who qualifies for the program. A gift that continues 
to give each and every year. A Christmas Gift That 
Changes Lives. Please give today. 

Thank you for making a difference 
and for supporting Habitat for Humanity 
of Marion County. 
Visit on our webpage at 
www.habitatocala.org

Izayah opening the door to 
his new Habitat home 
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A Message from our President/CEO 
Dave Layman

“When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what 
I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.” 
John 13:12-15

Just as Jesus, the Teacher, washed the feet of his disciples and provided the example of a servant 
heart, we are blessed within our Habitat affiliate to be able to  continue our mission of providing simple, 
decent, affordable housing for those who would otherwise never enjoy the dream of home ownership 
were it not for those who do just as he has done for us.  Our affiliate, just like many across our great 
country, rely on the servant hearts of our gracious and dedicated volunteer community.

Affordable housing in the real estate market today has a huge deficit in inventory and a real 
challenge for future first time homeowners to qualify for mortgage financing.  Our volunteer force 
enables our affiliate to provide affordable housing for our family partners.  What might not be apparent 
to many are the varied opportunities to volunteer with Habitat.  Not only are we a home builder, we are; a 
retail operation with our two ReStores in Ocala, a mortgage lender for our family partners, and a 
fund-raising engine to support our mission.  Volunteers are critical to our success.  In fiscal year 2018-
2019 our affiliate was supported with over 15,508 hours of volunteer service at a value of over $400,000.         

If you ever wonder if you have any skills that might fill a volunteer need for our affiliate, consider these.
Administration – finance/accounting, fund management, administrative duties, clerical/filing, donor 

recognition, communication/logistics, family partner sweat equity training.
ReStore – intake and prep of donated inventory, retail presentation, sales assistance, pick-up and 

delivery of donations and purchases, store maintenance, administrative duties.
Construction – skilled and semi-skilled home construction trades, non-skilled but willing to learn 

construction skills, young individuals under the age of 18, painting, landscaping, providing lunch for 
volunteer work days, tool repair, vehicle/truck repair, women’s build, youth build.

Marketing, Advertising, and Fund- Raising – taking pictures for Habitat promotional materials, 
volunteering at events to man our Habitat booth, designing, preparing, and distributing brochures and 
flyers, legacy gifts, land donations, volunteering at our annual fund-raising events.

Our volunteers are our life blood that make the dream of home ownership a reality for our family partners.  Come join me and our 
faithful supporters and as we are implored in John 13:12-15 “do just as I have done to you” and make the dream of home ownership 
come true.

Come volunteer with us and make a difference in your community! 

 Dave working at the 
construction site

Every Child Needs A Place
By Tyler Starr, Graphics Design & Social Media 

Every child needs a place where they can grow up healthy, learn and be safe. Single parents, dual-parents, adult children caring for 
their older parents, and many other families in Marion County partner with Habitat for Humanity to buy an affordable house and 
create stability for their families. Even though they come from many different walks of life, they are all striving for a similar 
goal – helping their children have a brighter and better future.
“My children will finally have a backyard to play in. It allows my kids to have more freedom,” says one of our future Habitat 
homeowners. This statement is typical of future homeowners when they’re asked why they want to buy an affordable house. When 
asked what their next goal is after buying a house, nearly all of them will say “Saving money for my kids’ education.” Buying a Habitat 
house doesn’t just mean stability today; it means stability for the future and reaching new goals for the families and their children. 
This stability is reached through affordable homeownership. Habitat homes provide children with a foundation on which to build a 
strong future. Families, and children in particular, are greatly impacted by the place where they live. We believe children who live in 
a healthy, stable home are more likely to be physically healthier and achieve higher educational outcomes. 
“A quality home is more than just a roof and walls,” said Renée Glover, chair of Habitat for Humanity International’s board of 
directors. “It provides homeowners with feelings of stability and pride, as well as generating measurable results such as decreased 
doctor visits and increased high school graduation rates. “Academic research and surveys point to one inescapable conclusion: that 
owning one’s home enhances quality of life in a variety of specific, verifiable ways. This is true whether the homes are associated with 
Habitat for Humanity or not.” The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development says studies have shown that “homeowners 
accumulate wealth as the investment in their homes grows, enjoy better living conditions, are often more involved in their 
communities, and have children who tend on average to do better in school and are less likely to become involved with crime.”
The benefits of homeownership are indisputable. Since 1990, Habitat for Humanity of Marion County has helped more than 250 
families with housing solutions leading to decent, affordable shelter. We will continue to work toward a world where everyone has 
a decent place to live, and where measurable improvements in health, education, security and wealth generation are enjoyed by 
more and more homeowners. If you or a friend would like to learn more about how to buy a house and see if you qualify for our 
Homeownership Program, checkout our website at habitatocala.org or call us at 352-351-4663.
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Habitat Homeownership Program 
By Heather Thrall, Family Services & Jeff Ruttenber, Senior Project 

This calendar year 8 families, consisting of parents and their children totaling 26 family members, put 
a key in the lock and turned it to open the door for a new era of their lives in their new home.  What a 
blessing!  

Each family contributed over 500 hot and sweaty hours, especially this last summer.  For that, they 
earned the equity in their new home while they built homes of theirs and other families. 

Their transition from rental housing to an affordable home that they can call their own comes with all 
the joys and challenges of homeownership.  This includes their monthly payment on their 0% mortgage 
along with escrows of property insurance, property taxes and termite bond.

Our burst of home building this year was financed through Community Housing Development 
Organization funds administered by the Community Services Department of Marion County.  In addition, 
contributions from individuals along with Publix, Hale/IDEX, Community Bank & Trust of Florida, Deluca 
Toyota, Habitat festival & events, Home Ownership Pool funds and Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 
through BB&T Bank.  Our fund-raising efforts rounded out the funds to build the homes.

We are gearing up for a busy 2020, and plan to build eight (8) homes in Silver Springs Shores, Dunnellon 
and in city limits of Ocala. We will be hosting an informational class at the Marion County Public Library 
main campus on 12-7-19 if you are interested in finding out more information on how you or someone 
you know can join the Habitat family! 

For more information on homeownership, visit www.habitatocala.org/homeownership 
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Berrylicious Festival – Habitat Ocala Strawberry Festival 
By Joanne Black, Development Director 

Did you know that Habitat for Humanity Marion County hosts one of the biggest, award winning events in Ocala? Yes, we do!!! Each 
year, Habitat for Humanity hosts its signature fundraising event on Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 9 am until 5 pm at the McPherson 
Complex, 601 SE 25th Avenue Ocala which offers unique arts & craft vendors, business and non-profit vendors, with food and farmers 
market vendors. The vendors travel from all parts of the country to set-up and sell their items at OUR festival. Attendance ranges from 
28,000 to 31,000 and each year it appears to be growing, giving families something to do for this one-day event. In 2018 and 2019, 
Habitat Ocala Strawberry Festival was voted Best of the Best Local Festival in Marion County. Come see why we were voted the Best 
Festival and enjoy the day with us!!!

In addition, we host the Wag, Wiggle, Walk pet contest where you can enter your pet into any or all of the categories to include 
Best Trick, Best Costume, Best Rescue, Cutest (we know – every pet is the cutest) and best owner/pet look alike. 

We have lots of strawberries for sale, you can purchase strawberry flats, shortcake, chocolate covered strawberries, cupcakes, ice 
cream and more and it wouldn’t be a strawberry festival without a pie eating contest. People register to partake in this fun event and 
eat PIE!!!! No hands please, when the buzzer sounds they hit the pies face first in hopes to be crowned Champion of the contest. 

Stroll over to the Burnyzz car show and see unique vehicles that are polished and ready for display. Winners are selected for each 
category and provided with cool, genuine trophies and of course, bragging rights. Stop by and see the many vehicles then continue 
to the strawberry festival. 

A festival would not be a festival without music – there are two stages that will offer music to of festival goers. The performers will 
be Selkii – The Voice contestant who was mentored by Blake Shelton, local bands, The Smith Brothers and Final Note bands. Two local, 
performers will be highlighted, Noah Hunton and Presley Lawson, you will have the opportunity to see them perform so grab a chair, 
sit for a while and enjoy the music.  There will be lots of thrill rides, bounce houses, games and more to all the kids, stop by the ticket 
booth to purchase tickets for your kids to have fun all day. 

Parking is available on property with a $5.00 fee. Marion Therapeutic Riding Association (MTRA) staff and volunteers, are trained 
with parking procedures will be there to greet and direct you to park your vehicle. Parking proceeds will be split with MTRA – you are 
helping two local organizations at the same time. Additional parking is available near the festival, please do not block any 
driveways. The festival is still Free Admission – a great event for the entire family. 

The proceeds are used towards the construction of a new Habitat home for a low-income family. The house is called the 
Strawberry House. The journey of home ownership is just beginning for the Henderson family as this has always been a dream for 
them.  The family will have an affordable monthly mortgage payment, a safe place to raise their children and to call HOME – Thank you 
to all the donors, sponsors, vendors, and visitors who made this a successful event. For more information visit www.habitatocala.org/
strawberry-festival or email Joanne at jblack@habitatocala.org 
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Habitat Ocala ReStores 
A Thrift Store with a Mission  

By Donna Lanier, Director of Retail Operations

Habitat for Humanity ReStore is staying busy as ever!  We are so 
blessed with our donors and customers who visit our stores and 
donate gently used items.  Our steady volunteers are also a 
blessing, as we couldn’t process all the donations without them!  Let 
us all say a warm thank you to all our volunteers, as we highlight two 

incredible ReStore volunteers or should I say 
family!

Tommy is a truly dedicated volunteer for the 
last 3 years with the Habitat ReStore. Tommy 
was looking for a way to give back to the com-
munity and chose us!  Tommy works with us 2-3 
days a week, he likes that we are faith based 
and knowing that he is a part of helping people 
become homeowners.  He brings beauty to the 
showroom with organization of pictures, books

and many other tasks.  He is a valued asset to our group in so many 
ways!  We appreciate Tommy!

In July 2018, Al came to Habitat ReStore as 
a volunteer and decided this was a place, he 
could enjoy volunteering every Tuesday and 
Thursday.  He speaks of the spiritual and cul-
tural growth he has experienced since his time 
here with us.  The ever-changing environment 
and the generous donations from the commu-
nity has made a huge impact on his life.  Al’s 
primary goal is to process enough household 
goods, and donations to last us until his next 
day to work.  Al feels like this is a wonderful organization and truly 
appreciates how he is included just as staff.  He said he has never left 
at the end of the day and not heard a word of thanks from someone!

Habitat Ocala ReStore is proudly owned and operated by 
Habitat for Humanity of Marion County to serve our mission of 
building homes, communities, and hope.  At the Habitat ReStore, our 
staff and volunteers happily accept donations of new and 
gently used items.  We sell those items to treasure hunters and 
bargain shoppers alike to raise money for our mission of eliminat-
ing substandard housing.  The Habitat ReStore provides a more 
affordable avenue for home improvement projects, all while keeping 
tons of perfectly good items from ending up in the landfill.

Habitat Ocala ReStores – two locations to serve you 
926 NW 27th Avenue Ocala & 10800 SW 91st Avenue Ocala  

Ph: (352) 401-0075

Tommy Ledford

Alfred “Al” DiPietro

Our Volunteers are the Best!!
By Brittney Fish, Volunteer Coordinator

Without volunteers there is no Habitat for Humanity! Much gratitude goes out to our steady volunteers, called Golden Hammer’s, 
and Lowell Correctional Institution’s Female Boot Camp for their weekly commitment to Habitat. We are also thankful to all of the 

churches, school groups, business and individuals that lend us 
a hand throughout the year. 

Are you trying to ‘nail’ down your plans for the coming 2020 
year? We would love to have your help! Volunteers are a vital 
part of Habitat for Humanity, whether you choose to spend 
your time in the ReStore, construction sites, mentor a Fam-
ily Partner, provide a lunch or participate in events; there is 
something for every skill set. 

When you spend time with us you are helping a Marion 
County family achieve their dream of an affordable place to call home. Volunteering is flexible and opportunities are abundant- both 
Habitat ReStores are open 6 days a week, construction sites run 3 days a week and we have many events throughout the year.  

So we ask you, what are your plans for 2020? We invite you to come be part of our Habitat family- see what we are building, meet 
our future homeowners, shop our stores, and let us get to know you! For more information about volunteering visit https://www.
habitatocala.org/volunteer-1 

Phoenix Rising Youth Build Hale/IDEX employees

Missy King’s Hookin’ for Habitat 
Fishing Tournament - A Fishy Tale

By Joanne Black, Development Director
Whale hello there, we are Hooked on Habitat!! In March 

we hosted our first fishing tournament – Missy King’s 
Hookin’ for Habitat and we were so blessed from all the 
support we received.  We floundered with this decision to 
host such an intense event but our partner Missy King, an 
avid angler with a lot of resources and knowledge 
continued to guide us through the process and helped us 
host a great event.  All the anglers were fin-tastic as they 
headed out to the big Gulf of Mexico and surrounding 
areas to hunt for the winning fish. Throughout the day, 
anglers trickled in to weigh their prized fish, keeping it 
reel and waiting to see who would win in each category. 
One by one, they approached the scale in hopes of their 
catch being the one. To avoid any fishcious rumors, all fish 
weights were posted and placed for either first, second or 
third place.  

Some anglers thought their catch would not be the 
winner fish, we reassured them that any fin is possible, 
don’t trout yourself. 
Once all the anglers arrived, weighed in their fish, 
the winners were announced, and prizes 
were distributed. Everyone had a great time, bragging 
about their catch and ready to show off their fish. Habitat 
could not have hosted a great tournament without the 
guidance of Missy King, her husband John King, sponsors, 
staff, volunteers and our awesome anglers. Thanks for 
coming. 
We will be hosting another tournament on March 14, 2020 
visit https://www.habitatocala.org/fishing-tournament for 
information. We will also have a kid division to encourage 
anglers to involve their 
kids in this great out-
door event. Let minnow 
if you can make it.  

Winners of the 2019 Missy 
King’s Hookin’ for Habitat 

Fishing Tournament 
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Habitat for Humanity of Marion 
County, Inc. Income Summary

July 1, 2018 through May 31, 2019
Contributions $59,677.61 2.83%
Corporation Donations $76,704.20               3.64%
Fund Raising $201,934.37       9.58% 
Retail Store Revenue $1,005,511.17 47.70%
SHIP/HOME/CHDO/HOP Revenues $469,127.50 22.26%
Mortgage Payments Late Fees $ 6,380.00  .30%
Other Revenue  $288.484.05  13.69%
Total $2,107,818.90 100.00 %
Expense Summary
Construction Expense $194,946.66 12.81%
Program Salaries  $306,829.18  19.62%
Program Expenses $183,777.63 11.75%
Retail Store Expenses $673,383.37 43.05%
Administrative Expense $136,830.71  8.75%
Interest Expense $62,233.57 3.98%
Professional Fees $6,250.00 .04%
Total $1,352,197.70   100.00%

Recorded volunteer hours in FY 2018/2019-15,508
Recorded volunteer participation in 

FY 2018/2019-3433
Volunteer Time Value Florida Rate $25.43/HR X

15,508 hr. = $394,368.00

Achievements FY 2018-2019
49 Home Repairs

4 Major Fundraisers
10 Currently Under Construction

9th Annual Bowl2Build 
Bowl-a-Thon

By Tori Arens, Executive Assistant/Coordinator of Bowlathon

Good Golly Miss Molly! Let me take you back in time to the 
1950’s when girls wore poodle skirts & saddle shoes, guys wore 
leather jackets, cuffed blue jeans, greased back their hair and rock 
& roll was all the rage and bowling was the thing to do. Well our 
bowlers didn’t disappoint, 
they came all dressed up & 
ready to step back in time. 
There were many Strikes, 
Spares and even Gutter 
balls. We also had a silent 
auction, games, chance 
ticket drawings and tro-
phies for the top scoring 
team and individuals. Oh, and let’s not forget bragging rights. The 
best part about it everyone who participated had a great time 
for a great cause. Along with the support of the bowlers, there 
are many local businesses & corporate businesses that believe 
in the Habitat mission that 
everyone deserves a 
decent, safe & affordable 
home of their own.  Funds 
raised from this annual 
event are applied to the 
construction of a new 
home for a qualifying 
family. 
Habitat for Humanity has been a part of Marion County for 30 
years and we are pleased to say that we have seen over those 
years more than 600 children who may have never had the 
opportunity have their own bedroom to do their homework in or 
even a bedroom of their own for a good night’s sleep, thrive and 
know that there is a bright future ahead of them.  
We hope you will come out and join us for the 10th Annual 
Bowl2Build Bowl-a-thon in TBA 2020 located at AMF Galaxy West, 

Ocala. Please visit our website, 
www.habitatocala.org/events or call 
Tori at 352-351-HOME (4663) for  
more information on date of event, 

team  registration and sponsorship 
opportunities.
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Q: What does Habitat for Humanity 
have in common with H2O?

A: MIKE SCOTT PLUMBING!!!!!!
Mike Scott Plumbing has been a great supporter of Habitat 

for many years, not only have they supported us through 
fundraising events, they have also partnered with us to form 
“Operation Hydration”.  Habitat for Humanity relies on 
volunteers in many different aspects, from working at our Annual 
Strawberry Festival, Bowl-a-Thons, 
Concerts, Fishing Tournament 
and of course helping building 
homes for qualifying families in our 
community.  So, you’re probably 
asking yourself how does Mike 
Scott Plumbing help? Let me start 
by saying their employees have 
volunteered their time and talents 
to Habitat and every month we are 
blessed with a large donation of 
bottled water for our volunteers. As 
you know the Florida heat can be brutal and the importance of 
keeping our volunteers healthy and hydrated is a #1 priority. This 
is how “Operation Hydration” came about. Thank you Mike Scott 
Plumbing for being an important of Habitat. 

The Day Elvis Came to Ocala… 
On May 10, 1955 Elvis Presley performed at the Southeastern Livestock Pavilion and was 
number eight on the playbill. After each performance, he became a household name 
and the rest is history. On October 4th & 5th, Habitat for Humanity held its first Elvis 
Rewind to 1955 Ocala concert series and hosted two concerts. The first concert was Elvis 
Remembered and the other was Elvis Forever starring our hometown performer, Cote 
Deonath, Elvis Tribute Artist and Third in the world for the Ultimate Elvis Competition. Cote 
brought the crowd back to the 1950’s with many costume changes, different eras of Elvis 
and a whole lot of shaking going on. With every song, move and style the crowd went 
wild as Cote has mastered the moves and ways of Elvis. Cote has been paying tribute to 
Elvis for over 19 years, since he was three, and continues to be a crowd pleaser. As a special 
addition to the concert, Patsy Cline starring Cindy Moody, and Frank Sinatra starring Bill 
Stabile, performed with the crowd wanting more. The Auditorium was transformed to the 
Pavilion Lounge, a 1950’s setting and a great time to all. Hosting this event took a lot of 
support from our sponsors, staff and concert goers who filled the seats. Cote outdid himself 
with his performances, his voice and his moves as he truly paid tribute to the King of Rock n 
Roll. Stay tuned for future concerts as we will bring you Elvis and Friends in 2020.  Visit our 
webpage at www.habitatocala.org/elvis-concert for updates.  To everyone who supported 
the Elvis Rewind to 1955 Ocala Concert Series – Thank you, Thank you very much.

Annual Giving
A Gift That Changes Someone’s Life Forever 

Habitat for Humanity of Marion County believes 
everyone deserves a decent place to call home. 
Throughout the year, Habitat receives donations 
from dedicated businesses, organizations and 
individuals and we host special events to raise 
funds to build decent, affordable houses for low-
income families in Marion County.

100% of all contributions are used towards the 
construction of a new home for qualifying families. 
This gives families the opportunity of home 
ownership with affordable monthly payments and 
a safe place to raise their children.

We are blessed for the many donors who have 
chosen Habitat for Humanity as their charity of 
choice. Your donation will help families achieve  
their dream of homeownership and move out of  
substandard living conditions. 

Please review the enclosed rack card and select 
the best level of donation as every penny counts. 
As a donor, you will become a sponsor  of a 
Habitat house which includes your name, in honor 
of or in memoriam on a sponsor sign displayed in 
front of the home for one year. Sponsors also have 
the chance to “Raise the Walls” alongside the future 
family partner and change someone’s life forever.

Thank you for your kindness!

Our Mission
Habitat for Humanity of Marion County is a 
nonprofit ministry dedicated to building simple, 
decent houses with community volunteers in 
partnership with qualified families who are currently 
living in inadequate housing.
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Contact Us
Dave Layman- President/CEO
Adam Lupien – ReStore Manager - 27th Ave ReStore
Brittney Fish- Volunteer Coordinator
Dave Scrambling – Construction Manager 
Debby Underwood – ReStore Manager - SR 200
Donna Lanier- Director of Retail Operations 
Heather Thrall- Family Services
Jeff Ruttenber- Senior Project Manager
Joanne Black – Development Director 
Tori Arens – Executive Assistant 
Tyler Starr – Graphic Design/ Social Media

Habitat for Humanity of Marion County, Inc.
Administrative Office
1321 SE 25th Loop Suite 103 
Ocala, Florida 34471
(352) 351-HOME (4663)
ReStore Locations
(352) 401-0075
• 926 NW 27th Avenue, Ocala, FL  34475
• 10800 SW 91st Avenue, Ocala, FL 34481
www.habitatocala.org

Visit our website: 
www.habitatocala.org

or LIKE us on Facebook!
facebook.com/habitatforhumanity.marioncounty/

Habitat for Humanity of Marion County, Inc. 
is IRS certified as a 501 (c)(3) charitable 
organization (FED.ID 59-2992077).

P O Box 5578
Ocala, FL 34478

NONPROFIT ORG


